SCHOOL TOURS

This term and next term, we
are offering tours to parents
/ carers of children who

are starting Prep or Year 7

in 2027. Come and meet
our teachers, see classes in
progress and ask questions.
See page 9 for all the details.

P&F SUNFLOWER FUNDRAISER

Thank you to our Parents & Friends, who arranged the sunflower fundraiser. Thanks also to Pepo Farms for donating
these gorgeous flowers. And thanks to all the parents who bought them! A total of $817 was raised.
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Acting

Principal’s
Message

Dear students, parents and carers,

I am filling in for Jean while she’s on leave until 16th
March.

Our short-term German exchange visit continues,
and it has been wonderful to see the friendships
forming between our students and their visiting
peers. A special thank you to the families and

staff who supported the Welcome BBQ. It was a
fantastic evening that reflected the strength of

our community and the long-standing partnership
between our two schools. Events like this remind us
how relationships sit at the heart of our learning.

Yeserday, our Year 7 students headed off to
Coolamatong for their camp. This has long been

a highlight of the Year 7 experience. We wish our
students and staff all the very best for the three
nights away as they build new relationships,
challenge themselves through camp activities and
create lasting memories.

For Prep students, this week is their first full week
of school, having had Wednesdays off throughout
February. Thank you to our staff for their dedication
in ensuring our youngest learners have had a calm
and successful start to their Primary education.

We are pleased to share that Before School Care will
be available from next term, as a trial for the term.

PUPIL FREE DAYS - CHANGE

There has been a change to the Pupil Free Days
in 2026. We have changed the previous date

of Wednesday 29th April to Wednesday 9th
September. The other Pupil Free Days have not
changed.

The following days are Pupil Free:
e  Friday 12th June

e Wednesday 9th September
e  Friday 4th December

We know that flexible arrangements are important for families,
and we are committed to continuing to respond to community
needs where possible.

NAPLAN testing commences next week. Students are not
expected to study for NAPLAN. You can help your child prepare
by reassuring them that the tests are just one part of their
school program, and by reminding them on the day to simply
try their best. NAPLAN is not about passing or failing, but about
assessing learning progress. Teachers will ensure students are
familiar with the types of questions in the tests and will provide
appropriate support and guidance. For more information,
please visit

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/foundation-10/
naplan/information-parents-and-carers

Mathew Gray - Acting Principal

COLLEGE CALENDAR

All calendar events are subject to change.
Please check Compass for most up-to-date calendar

MARCH

17 FEB-9 MAR  German short-term exchange students in
Bright

3-6 MAR Yr 7 Camp, Coolamatong

4 MAR Primary O&M swimming, Wangaratta

5 MAR VCE VM Melbourne Grand Prix excursion

5-6 MAR Yr 9 Outdoor Ed kayak excursion, Goulburn
River

9 MAR Labour Day public holiday

11-23 MAR Yr 3,5,7,9 NAPLAN testing

11 MAR Basketball Victoria Schools 3x Cup Under

20s, Melbourne

12-13 MAR Yr 6 Harrietville Bike & Camp

13 MAR Secondary Hume swimming, Wodonga

13 MAR Yr 7 Water Safety Program, Myrtleford
18 MAR Primary Hume swimming
19 MAR Yr 10 Outdoor Ed excursion to Buffalo

Boulders, Myrtleford

NEXT PUPIL FREE DAY: Friday 12th June

SCHOOL PHOTOS: Thursday 30th April
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Yr 9 WOODWORK

This term, students are using a combination of cross-halving joints and mitre joints in the manufacture of a Hardwood
Side Table. As these joints need to be prepared to a high degree of accuracy, students have spent the last couple of
weeks working through some practice exercises before starting the real thing.

Yr 7 FOOD

Students in Year 7 have begun their Food Technology classes this term. The pictures below highlight the lesson where
they prepared fried rice. This recipe is a popular one with many students saying that they would cook this at home

in the future. The many elements of this dish allowed students to learn or build upon skills such as precision cutting,
sauteing vegetables, boiling rice and shallow frying eggs. All students enjoyed the end product. We’re hoping some
eventually made its way home for others to enjoy!




PRIMARY LIBRARY TIME

Every week, each of our Primary classes spend time in the Library with their teachers. Students have a broad range of
fiction and non-fiction books to choose from. With help from their teacher and our librarian Cindy, students learn how
to locate a book that’s suited to their interests and a ‘good fit’ for their level of reading. Younger students, like these
Preps, take books home for their parents/carers to read with them.

SECONDARY O&M SWIMMING

On Wednesday 25th February, our small group of dedicated swimmers headed off to Wodonga to swim in the Ovens &
Murray Carnival. All 5 students represented our school with amazing determination and skill.

Highlights of the day included: Evie B qualifying 2nd in the 50m Butterfly, Harvey D placing 3rd in the under 13 boys
Age Group Champion and the 4 girls qualifying in the Freestyle and Medley relay. We wish those who qualified all the
best at the next stage on Friday 13th March.




WELLBEING - SOCIAL MEDIA

In December 2025, the Australian Government introduced legislated

age restrictions for adolescents under 16 years of age on several major
social media platforms. For many families, this has required a period of
adjustment. While platforms and access points may change, the foundations
of supporting young people online remain the same: open conversations,
connection, guidance, and helping them build skills they will use when
engaging in online activities now and in the future.

The Teens & Screens programs by Black Dog Institute support Years 7 — 12
students to develop healthy online habits and confidently navigate the digital
world. This guide provides practical strategies to help you, as a parent or
carer, start open conversations with your child about screen time, online
safety, and positive digital behaviours.

It’s natural to feel concerned about how much time your teen spends online, who they’re interacting with, or the type
of content they might encounter. The online world moves quickly and it’s not always easy to keep up.

At the same time, being online is a big part of teen life. From learning and friendships to creativity and self-expression,
the digital space plays an important role. While most teens are digitally savvy, some may face risks that are harder to
manage alone. The 9 strategies to support your teen in an online world are:

(1) Engage actively with your child’s online interests (2) Encourage a healthy balance between online and offline
activities (3) Mentor rather than monitor (4) Help your child think carefully about online content (5) Talk openly
about sensitive topics (6) Support positive online social connections (7) Helping your child manage FOMO and
availability pressure (8) Helping your child navigate cyberbullying (9) Help your teen understand what keeps them
online for so long

These nine strategies are here to help you guide your child towards safe, healthy, and confident online experiences,
both now and in the future. For more on navigating these changes, see the Black Dog Institute’s parents’ guide to

social media age restrictions.

https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/teens-screens/parents/#support-resources

WELLBEING - PARENT WEBINAR

Parent Webinar — Building Resilience at
Home

Tuesday 17th March, 6:30-7:30pm (60
minutes) AEDT.

This online session will provide:

e  Practical strategies for building resilience at home

e Simple tools to embed gratitude, empathy and mindfulness
into daily routines

e Guidance for supporting young people through challenges

All families are invited to register individually. Upon registration,
you will receive the Zoom link and calendar invitation directly.

Register here: https://forms.theresilienceproject.com.au/single-
event-confirmation/?event_id=665305

For more info about The Resilience Project for Secondary students
at our school, please see Compass post from your child’s Year
Level Coordinator.
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Yr 5/6 COOKING

Year 5 and 6 students recently cooked up a storm as part of their Writing unit focusing on procedural texts. Students
chose their favourite dish and wrote up the recipe to present to the class. The next step was to help to select a recipe
(a choc chip version of ANZAC biscuits) and then work collaboratively to cook a batch in a small group. They did such a
great job that they ate all of the chocolate chip ANZAC biscuits they baked.

UNIFORM CLARIFICATION

We have received a few questions recently regarding the pricing of shorts and pants in our College Uniform Shop, and
we would like to clarify this for everyone.

At present, all College shorts and pants are being sold at the same price, regardless of whether they have the College
logo or not. This means that items with the logo are currently being offered at a discounted price, as they would
ordinarily be priced higher. The logo items are older stock, and these are being distributed before the non-logo items in
each size range. Once the logo stock has been sold through, non-logo items will continue to be available.

We would also like to remind families that students are not required to wear pants or shorts with the College logo.
Both logo and non-logo items are acceptable as part of the College uniform for pants and shorts only. We appreciate

your support and understanding, and thank you for your assistance in helping streamline enquiries through the
Uniform Shop.




GERMAN EXCHANGE

“After three fellow students from our school arrived at the beginning of the school year for a long-term exchange, we
were given an equally warm welcome when the twelve of us short-term students arrived in Bright on February 17th.
Well, the short-term exchange is not that short after all. It’s three weeks in Bright and at Bright P-12 College in which

we get to know Australian life and culture. And right now after having spent almost half of our time here, we’ve already
experienced an incredible amount of that. From new friends that we’ve made, insights into the school system, wonderful
excursions and very hospitable families it really has been a unique experience so far. We’re very much looking forward
to the days to come, but we would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone involved in the program and everyone
who has made us fell at home here.” Written by German short-term exchange students.

SECONDARY LUNCHTIME CLUBS

We are pleased to be launching three new lunchtime clubs for Secondary students. These clubs provide positive,
inclusive spaces for students to connect, try something new, and enjoy their lunchtime with others. We strongly
encourage Secondary students to consider getting involved. Lunchtime clubs are a wonderful opportunity to build
friendships, develop interests, and feel connected within our school community.

Board Games Club. Tuesday lunchtime 1:15pm — 1:40pm - Library

Open to all secondary students. Students are invited to join us in the Library to play a variety of board games. They are
welcome to bring a friend or come along and meet someone new.

Inclusivity Club. Thursday lunchtime 1:15pm - 1:40pm - Room 10

Open to all Secondary students. This club celebrates diversity and provides a safe, welcoming space for students to
connect and support one another.

Art Club (with Esther — Art Therapy Placement Student). Friday lunchtime - Room 10

Students are invited to bring their lunch and enjoy a relaxed, creative space to unwind and connect through art.




Yr 3/4 HISTORICAL ARTEFACTS

Teachers of students in Years 2-4 launched their new unit of study, ‘Innovations over time’, a history-based project

exploring how we know things about the past. This project encourages students to develop their research skills, as well
as their knowledge about history, with an artefact museum, ‘Echoes of the Past’.

“There were lots of fascinating sculptures and artefacts. It was very fun and we found lots of cool things. We loved

having the choice to see the stuff that was from someone’s childhood. It felt like we really were in a historical museum.
We hope that everyone loved it.” Alaska G and Amber W.

“The Bright P-12 College pop up museum was so interesting, it had so many things from the past. My favourite thing
was the mini telephone box, but i also liked the the old nintendo (video game.)” April Y.







PREP & Yr 5 BUDDIES

Every week, our Year 5 students eagerly join their Prep buddies to read stories together. These sessions help Prep
students practise letter sounds and build confidence with new words. Prep students also benefit from having Year

5 role models to help them feel connected to the broader school community, easing their transition to being school
students. Year 5 students benefit too — the sessions provide an opportunity to demonstrate leadership, patience and
empathy.

These buddies also eat
lunch together every
Friday.

This is another
valuable way to foster
connections between
the two groups.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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