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Who left the light on? Every home seems to have two types of
people - one who turns on every light “for ambience,” and one
who follows behind switching them off to save money (and the
planet!)

So, how much does it actually cost to leave a lamp on? Year 5/6
students have been finding out through hands-on investigations
into energy use. Using thermal cameras, light meters, moisture
meters and power meters, they’ve been exploring how energy
is used in homes and workplaces and where it’s escaping. The
learning won’t stop at school. Students will be taking equipment
home, testing appliances and sparking conversations with their
families about energy costs, appliance efficiency and insulation.
It’s been fantastic to see students leading the way — questioning
everyday habits, understanding real costs and encouraging
smarter, more energy-efficient choices beyond the classroom.

Unit 3/4 Product Design students have been working through the early stages of their product manufacture. It’s always
an exciting time of year as all the planning and designing students completed during Term 1 now turns to action and

their projects start to come to life. For more photos, see page 9.
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Last week’s Athletics Carnivals were extremely successful events for
our College. It was wonderful to see students demonstrating strong
house pride, enthusiasm and participation across both days. A huge
thank you to Michelle, along with all staff and parent volunteers,
Message who supported the carnivals and helped make the events such a
success for our students. Check out our next newsletter for photos.

Principal’s

Thank you to the many parent volunteers and the BCST Committee
who supported Saturday’s BCST Snow Sale. The event had an
amazing community atmosphere, with excitement building for the

Dear students, parents and carers, upcoming snow season. In just two hours, the sale generated more
than $20,000 in sales and raised just over $5,000 to support our
This week, Phil and | are joined by Cilla College Snowsports Team and winter program.

Giannopoulos, who is stepping into the Assistant
Principal (Primary) position for the week. We thank ~ Mathew Gray - Acting Principal
Cilla for her support and leadership during this time.

A reminder that Bright P-12 College is a Deductible
Gift Recipient (DGR) and is seeking community
support to upgrade Primary and Secondary

COLLEGE CALENDAR

outdoor spaces. Planned improvements include All calendar events are subject to change.
shaded areas, social spaces, sporting facilities, and Please check Compass for most up-to-date calendar
imaginative and nature-based play areas to support

student wellbeing, inclusion and engagement. MAY

All donations to the College Building Fund are tax-

deductible. Donations can be made at the front 17 MAY-26 JUN  Yr 9 School for Student Leadership
office via cash or EFTPQS, or by direct deposit into 25-29 MAY Yr 9 Morrisby interviews
the Building Fund account. Donors should use their 27-29 MAY Yr 10 & 12 Outdoor Ed caving excursion,
child’s name as the payment reference to receive a Wee Jasper
tax-deductible receipt. 27 MAY Primary National Simultaneous Storytime
p— 28 MAY Wangaratta Court visit & mock trial
£S 2%
Primary & Secondary
e School Tours JUNE
We are offering tours to parents / carers of children who are starting Prep .
or Year 7 in 2027. Tours are happening every week until July 1. Come 1JUN Japanese Speech Competition, Albury
d meet our teachers, see classes i d ask questions. N -
RSV required. Everyone’s welcome to attend, fyou would i tovisitat | | 175 JUN ¥r 10 & 11 exam revision week
another time, please call the school office. Tour times are: 2 JUN Trade & Tech Expo, Melbourne
Primary - Tuesdays 9:15am 2 JUN Yr 9 Outdoor Ed MTB training session
2 JUN 5pm CHES online info session

Secondary - Wednesdays 9:15am

— 3 JUN Primary O&M Cross Country
iﬂi? : 4 JUN Secondary O&M Cross Country
4 JUN Yr 10 Outdoor Ed MTB training session
T . . . .
= e 8 JUN King’s Birthday public holiday
= 9 JUN Dinner Plain campus starts
At Bright P-12 College, we provide diverse learning opportunities, thanks to our 9 JUN Yr 9 Outdoor Ed MTB training session
experienced teachers, small classes, specialist art, music and language programs.
Our subject choices for Secondary students include a broad range of options, from 9-11 JUN Yr 10 & 11 exams
Outdoor Education to Psychology; from Physics to Media Studies; from Robotics to .
Aboriginal Languages of Victoria. 10 JUN Yr 3/4 theatre excursion, Wangaratta
12 JUN Primary Hume Cross Country
12 JUN Student free day

NEXT PUPIL FREE DAY: Friday 12th June




Yr 12 BIOLOGY

As part of Unit 3&4 Biology, students used gel electrophoresis to separate different chemical molecules found in food
dyes based on their molecular weight and charge. This technique is also used to separate and analyse DNA. They learnt
how to operate micropipettes to load the gel and their pipetting techniques certainly improved with practice.

Yr 2/3 MATHS

What do you get when you mix capacity and a large tub full of water? A fun, engaging and wet Maths session! Year 2-4
students have been exploring measurement and, during the capacity section, we took the classroom outdoors to get
hands-on. Students experimented with different containers, estimating and measuring how much each could hold using
both formal and informal units of measurement.
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Yr 8 MUSIC

This term, Year 8 students are exploring a range of musical elements and learnt how to use them to analyse music.

They also had the opportunity to explore a variety of instruments to discover the instruments they are most interested
in. Composition was embedded throughout their learning, with students using crotchets, quavers and semiquavers to
compose their own rhythmic patterns.

CAREERS - EXCURSIONS

At Bright P-12 College, we pride ourselves on providing opportunities beyond the classroom for students to explore
different pathways. Over the past few weeks, senior Secondary students have participated in two opportunities to learn
about pathways in the health field and those available for creative types.

Eleven Year 10 and 11 students visited Wodonga TAFE to immerse themselves in an environment that encouraged
innovation, artistic expression and collaboration. Students participated in hands-on activities to learn about pathways in
music, interior design, photography, art and graphic design. See photos below.

Nine Year 10 students were part of the North-East Victoria Health Careers Forum in Wangaratta. Students chose from
a selection of workshops, including (but not limited to) paramedicine, midwifery, nutrition, nursing and pharmacy, and
learnt about studying and working in the health field.

In early June, a group of students will join the Victorian Trade and Tech Fit Expo in Melbourne, designed specifically for
female students to showcase high priority trade and STEM industries typically targeted to males.




Yr 7&8 O&M AFL

On Wednesday 13th May, our Year 7 & 8 boys and girls travelled to Martin Park in Wodonga to compete in the Ovens &
Murray Junior AFL event.

Bright P-12 College students combined into
one team to play in the Year 8 comp, giving
us quite a challenge as half of our team were
from Year 7.

The team put in a great effort in all 3 of their
games, coming home with 1 win.

Thank you to our Year 10 students Tilden and
Darcy for providing support on the day. It was
great to have you involved!

Yr 4 SCIENCE

Year 2-4 students have been working on their unit, ‘What’s the Matter?’ exploring a range of materials to investigate
their properties, noticing how changes can be reversible or irreversible, and learning how materials are used for specific
purposes. As they explore, they test theories, discover new ideas, and ask more questions while having fun.
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PRIMARY WELLBEING

Topic 2 — Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR): Summary

Topic 2 of the RRRR program focuses on recognising and celebrating personal and cultural strengths. Across Prep to
Year 6, students explore their own identities, including their abilities, interests and backgrounds, while also learning to
value diversity in others. The topic supports students to develop a sense of belonging, respect for different cultures,
and confidence in who they are. Through these experiences, students build positive relationships and strengthen their
understanding of inclusion and respect. Here are some student reflections from Topic 2:

¢ |loved learning about how people’s identity is different each day. It was really fun - Eddie
¢ |loved learning about the strengths of each of us. | also liked learning about what cultures everyone is from - 4G

¢ |loved learning about things that other people like doing. As in... netball or any other sports - 1/2M
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Bright P-12 College took a large field of 48 students to compete in the District Cross Country at Pioneer Park in Bright

earlier this month. The weather was very warm for this time of year and presented tough running conditions for some,

but our school was very successful with over 80% of our team qualifying to compete in the O&M event on June 3rd

in Wangaratta - good luck to everyone who’s competing! Y] ;

Some notable highlights included:

e  Blake C winning the 9/10 boys for the second year
running by over 500m

e 1st, 2nd and 3rd in the 9/10 girls (Aisha S, Hazel P &
Edie H)

e 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th in the 12/13 boys

e Lucy G’s outstanding run in the 11 girls

e The battle between Tommy F & River S. 1 win each so
far this year. We can’t wait to see the outcome of the
next event!




MELBOURNE WRITERS FESTIVAL CAMP

The Melbourne Writers Festival camp is a 2 day camp for students interested in reading, writing and immersing in art
and culture in the city. Students who attended the 2026 camp all applied with written applications to express how this
camp would improve their writing and reading.

Students travelled to Melbourne and attended the NGV to create fantastic beasts in their workshop. The next day,
students attended the Melbourne Writers Festival and listened to authors talk about their writing process and how
they built their worlds. We also visited the State Library and wrote in The Dome. It was wonderful to see how much
students immersed themselves in the process and we think we have some books currently being written!

“The Melbourne Writers Festival Camp was a really fun experience. | would recommend it to anyone who’s interested in
becoming an author or just interested in writing. Tigest Girma is an inspiring author who talked to us about her writing
- that was a highlight for me as | like reading and writing fantasy. She gave us loads of tips about writing.” Elkie T, Yr 10




Yr 10 SCIENCE

Year 10 students have moved into a unit on Genetics and Inheritance. Throughout this unit we look at cell structure
and the building blocks of life, that is DNA, and how this is packaged in chromosomes. Students successfully extracted
DNA from strawberries and kiwis and looked at this under a microscope. Students will further explore concepts such
as Karyotyping, mono hybrid crosses and pedigrees, and why we appear to inherit certain traits from our parents (or
don’t). This unit involves a lot of problem solving and always provokes a lot of questions as well as sparking curiosity.

WELLBEING - LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF

School, friendships, exams, homework, sport and social media can sometimes feel like a lot. When we feel stressed,
worried, frustrated, tired or overwhelmed, we can start to neglect the basics of looking after ourselves. Self-care is
about looking after your wellbeing. It doesn’t have to mean buying expensive things or spending hours “relaxing.”
Often, self-care is about meeting your basic needs so that you can be physically and mentally healthy. Some simple
ways to look after yourself include:

* Getting enough Sleep, ¢ Moving your body through sport, walking, dancing, stretching or play
* Havingaregular routine e Taking breaks from screens and spending time in nature

° Eaﬁng regularly Making time for hobbies or connecting with people
e Drinking enough water

Coping strategies are tools we can use when our emotions start to feel overwhelming. Here are some examples of
coping strategies you might like to try:

e Taking slow breaths e Listening to music, journaling, drawing, or going for a walk

e Noticing 5 things you can see ¢ Reminding yourself: “I don’t have to figure everything out right now.”
e Breaking a big task into smaller steps ~ ®  Reaching out for support when you need it

At school, students can access support wellbeing support by contacting a trusted teacher or a Year Level Coordinator
for a wellbeing referral. Parents and Carers can also reach out if they would like support for their child or young person.
Here at school, we have several lunchtime clubs and activities for connecting with peers and exploring new hobbies.

Secondary lunchtime activities and spaces: Primary lunchtime activities and spaces:

e Community Club — Thurs, Rm 10 e Board games — Mon, Library; Mindful colouring — Wed, Library

e  Create Club — Fri, Rm 10 (sign up required) e Art Club — Second half lunch Tues & Fri (Yr 3-6), Art Room

e Board games/quiet reading — Tues & Fri, Library ¢  Lego Club — Fri, Prep room

e Art Room e Basketball — Thurs, Stadium (1st half lunch Yr 3-4, 2nd half Yr 5-6)

e  Stadium - Tues 1st half of lunch (Yr P-2)
Not every coping strategy works for every person. It’s about figuring out what helps you. Remember: asking for help is
a skill, not a weakness. Everyone needs support sometimes. Supportive people and healthy coping strategies can make
a big difference over time.




Yr 12 PRODUCT DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY ctd...

Hello from your 2026 Bright P-12 College Council!

College Council helps connect the school community and the
school. We assist with governance and strategic direction of the
school as well as fundraising to improve it.

This year we have some new and some familiar faces on Council.
A warm welcome to Grace T as a new student member, Simon
Kelley as a new parent member and Jessica Pitt and Cathy
McAdam as community members.

Thank you so much to returning members Lucy Legget, Rikki
McConnachie, Kate Tracy, Gary Cox, Alex Mason and John
Schmarr as well as staff members Katrina Ciolli, Nick Kenwright, Phil Rigby and Mat Gray.

We would love to hear from you! You can provide us with direct feedback via Compass - what you love about the
school and what you would like to see improved. Just login to Compass, click the Star button on the top menu, then
select College Council Feedback. You are of course very welcome to speak to any Council members in person, or email
me at mim.bennett@education.vic.gov.au as well.

Wishing everyone a great second half of Term 2 (and counting down until snow season.....)

Mim Bennett, College Council President
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PRIMARY SRC BIODIVERSITY AUDIT

Our Primary SRC students have been busy getting their hands dirty (and their eyes wide open!) as part of a recent

Biodiversity Audit in the College garden. With the guidance of Darren and Renee, students explored the garden to

discover just how many different plants and animals call it home. What they found was impressive!

What did we discover? The audit revealed a rich and thriving environment. Students identified:

e A wide variety of indigenous ground covers, trees and shrubs that flower in different seasons to ensure a constant
supply of nectar

e An abundance of fascinating invertebrates, including the paradoxical keeled
millipede and the striped greenhouse slug - ick!

e The homes of native paper wasps and wolf spiders which play an important
role in keeping the garden healthy by preying on pesky green caterpillars

Students were excited to see how much life exists beneath leaves, in the soil, and

among the plants we pass every day.

Why it matters. This project helped students understand that our school garden

is more than just a place to grow plants — it is a living ecosystem. Every plant,

animal and insect plays a role in supporting biodiversity and maintaining balance

in the environment. Learning about beneficial insects like paper wasps also helped

students see that not all bugs are pests—many are actually helpers in keeping our

garden thriving.

What'’s next? The Primary SRC will now use their findings to think about how we

can:

e Continue to support native plants and animals

¢ Improve habitats within the garden

e Encourage even greater biodiversity across our school grounds

Year 11 Physics students experienced
electricity with the Van Der Graaff
generator, with hair-raising effects!
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MODEL UN EXCURSION

Earlier this month, 16 students from Bright P-12 College attended the Model United Nations

day at Beechworth Secondary College. Prior to the day, students conducted research into their
allocated countries: Japan, South Africa, Italy and Suriname. They were required to discover
which aspects of the topic of ‘Gender Equality’ and the draft resolution produced by the United
Nations Association their countries would agree or disagree with. On the day, students engaged
thoughtfully in discussion and debate with other schools. Students enjoyed participating in the
caucus sessions, where they could find allies and fend off attacks from global powers, particularly
some brash delegates from the United States. Well done, everyone!

Yr 10 FOOD

Students in Year 10 began their final assessment for this Semester. They made cupcakes as a practice exercise in the
lead up to creating their larger cakes. Over the next two weeks, they will undertake large cake-making and decorating
techniques to complete their final celebration cake.
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LOST PROPERTY

Parents / carers, please remember to clearly label items that are brought to school to ensure we can return them
to their owners if they are left behind in classrooms or the yard. We have a large number of school windsheeters,

lunch boxes and
water bottles in Lost
Property. If they

are labelled, we call
students to the front

If items aren’t
labelled and aren’t
claimed, they are
taken to the Op Shop
or thrown out at the
end of each term.
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Join our Junior Netball Competition & Skills Clinic!

IR ———
Starting Week 2 of Term 2 = 30 April — 10t September 2026

&

O Where: Bright P-12 College Outdoor Netball Courts

Please fill out the attached Google Doc & EOI Form ASAP—
Minimum numbers required!

Register Your Interest Now!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/FAIpQL
] SdpwABWZYZB2ZMQOj3fCg6-BHACM3NmVFV2AhYGGXONuyZERg/
viewform?usp=publish-editor

FCRC SCHOLARSHIPS 2026
TOTAL VALUE $8,000
4 X $2,000 SCHOLARSHIPS

LN

FALLS CREEK
RACE CLUB

Do you have a passion to ski/snowboard? Are you a local student in the
Alpine region or surrounding Ovens Murray and Albury catchment? Do you
want to learn, be challenged and have fun with the Falls Creek Race Club?

Kiewa Mitta Murray Community Enterprise Ltd, a franchisee of Bendigo &
Adelaide Bank Ltd, are proudly supporting FCRC Scholarships in 2026!

To find out more, scan the QR Code or visit www.fcrc.com.au for eligibility
criteria & details on how to apply.

o

Email enquiries:
president@fcrc.com.au
APPLICATIONS CLOSE

31 MAY 2026 > (N
=

B Bendigo Bank

ALPINE VIEW CHILDREN'S
CENTRE

@ 0-18 Months Rooms: Multiple positions across the week
o 18Months-3years: Multiple positions across the week

Q 3years + Kinder & Long Day Care:
Multiple positions across the week

CONTACT US TODAY

office to collect them.

When schools and families speak the same language
around mental health, our young people thrive.

Our Family Hub is designed to keep you in the loop,
inspire everyday wellbeing practices at home, and
help strengthen the connection between what your
child is learning in the classroom and how you
support them in life. (

e @ @

heresioncoprolectcomau  @thorosilencoprojoct_  /thresilencoproject

When: Location:
Sunday, June 14 2026, Bright Courthouse
10 - 3pm

Sonic Youth
Project

ree .
wof\‘shop'

Calling all 10 - 14 year olds!

Would you like to be part of a creative
music project that combines protecting the
plants, animals and environment you love,
with music?

Spend a relaxing Sunday learning to record
the sounds of your natural world, and
contribute to an exciting creative project
with composers Miriama Young and Zoé
Barry. No experience necessary.

We will supply recording equipment and
guidance.

To register a place, please email

; b
sonic-y edu.au

&
TheirCar

AN

Bright P-12 College

Program: book less than S days from the session start:
5$10.00

K-up Fees

To register visit
theircare.com.du

TheirCare support team is available between 6.30am - 3pm weekdays (Eastern Standard Time)
on 1300 072 410 or info@theircare.com.au
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Caring for an Autistic person?
Are you Autistic yourself?

Join us to connect with
others who understand

& Alpine Valleys

Autism Community
Autism Carer Autistic Peer
Support Group  Support Group

Information Lived Experience
& Advocacy Founded & Led

1 . e
SN2 Visit
>

alpineautism.org.au

or find us on Facebook

THE LIGHTHOUSE
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