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CANTEEN
Students have been enjoying Mel’s new menu in the school canteen. 
Lunches have been described as “flavourful”, “amazing” and 
“delicious” by our students. Sushi and pizza remain firm favourites. 

Mel’s been making use of the new energy-efficient appliances, 
including the slow cooker and induction cooktop. She’s also using 
herbs from our gardens in her bolognese and vegetarian bolognese 
sauces served with baked potato or pasta. 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the canteen. 
We are looking for more volunteers who are available from 
10:30am to 1:30pm. Volunteer duties include serving students 
and staff; preparing food; assisting with cooking meals; general 
canteen support. As a ‘thank you’ for your time, we will provide 
a complimentary lunch for your child / children on the day you 
volunteer. 

If you would like to volunteer, please see 17 July Compass email from 
Mat Gray with all the details. 

Yr 2-4 BEE BOTS
Year 2-4 students were excited to use Beebots - robotic bees that require code to be programmed - during an exploration 
session focused on location. Working in teams, students took on the roles of coder and programmer, using grid 
references to plan a route for their Beebot and avoid obstacles. They then tested their code, debugging and adjusting 
their instructions as they worked together to get their Beebots safely to their destination. See page 7 for more photos.

mailto:bright.p12%40education.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.brightp12.vic.edu.au


2

Dear students, parents and carers,

Term 3 is always one of our busiest times of the year, 
and this year has been no exception. Our students 
have embraced a wide range of opportunities, 
including our snow sports programs, sporting 
events, excursions and extra-curricular activities, 
while our VCE students continue working towards 
the completion of their studies.

I am delighted to share some excellent news from 
our recent Senior Secondary Data, Pathways and 
Careers review with the Department of Education. 
Bright P-12 College was recognised for the 
outstanding work undertaken across our Secondary 
school, particularly the strength of our Careers 
program and the collaborative support provided 
to students. Highlights included improved Year 
7-12 retention, increased attendance in Years 11 
and 12, stronger VCE English results and excellent 
engagement in VCE and VET DSS pathways.

Principal’s 
Message

A huge thank you to Nathan Gray and Matt Barrett for their 
outstanding work coordinating our Go to the Snow program 
this season. I would also like to acknowledge the many staff and 
parent volunteers who supported the five-day program - on 
the snow, in the day shelter and back at school. Providing our 
students with five days of skiing and snowboarding is a very 
special opportunity and one that is only possible because of 
the flexibility, commitment and support of our whole school 
community.

Our students are looking forward to the Staff vs Students 
Science Quiz on Thursday lunchtime - it’s a fun and educational 
way to celebrate Science Week. Sign up in the school library. 

And finally, Book Week is almost here! All students from Prep to 
Year 12 are welcome to dress up on Tuesday 25th August. Our 
Primary Book Week dress-up and parade will be held on the 
25th from 9:10am on the Secondary basketball courts. Families 
are warmly invited to come along and enjoy what is always a 
fantastic morning.

Mathew Gray - Acting Principal

COLLEGE CALENDAR

NEXT STUDENT FREE DAY: Wednesday 9th September

AUGUST

17-21 AUG	 Science Week

19 AUG		  9:15am Primary Parent Workshop: How to 		

		  get the most out of student-led conferences

19 & 21 AUG	 Falls Creek Interschools

20 AUG		  1pm Science Week Quiz

21 AUG		  Yr 9 & 10 Wodonga TAFE excursion

24-28 AUG	 Book Week

25 AUG		  9:15am Primary Book Week Parade

27 AUG		  Dinner Plain campus Community Day

30 AUG		  Japanese Speech Competition, Melbourne

SEPTEMBER

1 SEP		  Yr 9-11 Science Slam, Wangaratta

1 SEP		  3:40-5:40pm Parent/Teacher/Student 		

		  conferences

All calendar events are subject to change. 
Please check Compass for most up-to-date calendar.
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Yr 8 SCIENCE
Year 8 students investigated stored energy in different processed food stuffs. Energy released by fire, heats the water 
and the temperature increase gives a measure of the energy density of these foods. This very basic calorimeter test will 
then be correlated against the kJ content listed on the food packaging to assess accuracy and discuss shortfalls in this 
experiment.

DINNER PLAIN CAMPUS COMMUNITY DAY
On Thursday 27 August between 12pm and 2pm, Dinner Plain Campus will host a 
special Community Day, bringing together students, families, local businesses and 
the wider community to celebrate everything that makes Dinner Plain such a unique 
place to live and visit.

Inspired by the Dinner Plain Future Directions project, students have been exploring 
what makes our alpine village special and how we can help share its story with others. 
The event will showcase student learning through a fun, interactive community 
experience, featuring a student-designed stamp trail, hands-on activities, local history, 
environmental education and opportunities to connect with local businesses and 
organisations.

The day will also enable us to raise valuable funds for a charity close to the hearts of 
the Dinner Plain School (and wider community), the Friends of the Earth Snow Gum 
Campaign through a delicious homemade bake sale and by selling commemorative 
tote bags decorated by designs from student’s stamps. Students will also be presenting information about preserving 
the snow gums, with attendees having the opportunity to take part in the snow gum survey.

The day aims to celebrate our unique alpine environment, strong community spirit and rich local heritage, while 
encouraging visitors to discover the many experiences Dinner Plain has to offer. We are excited to work alongside local 
businesses and community groups to make this a memorable event for everyone. We look forward to welcoming the 
community to our campus for an afternoon of learning, exploration and celebration.
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HOOP TIME - BASKETBALL
Hoop Time was an amazing opportunity for our school to be 
a part of. Last year we took two teams to Wodonga Leisure 
Centre and this year it increased to three teams, made up of 
students in Years 3-6. Hopefully next year we can get it up to 
four teams.

5/6 All-stars (mixed) won two games making the semi-final. 
This was their best game of the day, even though they lost 
14 -21 this team beat them by 20 points in the round games 
showing great improvement across the day.

5/6 Future-Stars (mixed) managed one hard-fought win that 
they were all super excited about. The smiles on their faces 
reminded us why we play sport.

3/4 Future-Stars (mixed) were the only team in their pool, meaning they had to play three matches against teams from 
the All-stars category. They got their one win playing the 3/4 Future-Stars girls’ team and only just lost their last game by 
four points.

 SAVE OUR SNOW GUMS
Save Our Snow Gums Survey, 2pm Saturday 29 August, Mt Hotham

Love snowgums and want to help protect them? Our snow gums are under threat: from bushfires and from the 
devastation wrought by the longicorn beetle, which is thriving under a warming climate. Protect Our Winters (Bright 
chapter) are helping out on the wonderful Save Our Snowgums campaign, run by Friends of the Earth. This campaign will 
persuade the Australian environment minister to add snow gums to the list of threatened species, leading to increased 
funding for their protection. With funding, scientists can work out ways to stop the spread of the longicorn beetle, for 
example.  

From 2pm Saturday 29th August, we will survey the snow gums around 
the General Hotel, Mt Hotham. It should be a fun afternoon, no 
experience is needed, and we will finish for a well earned soda water or 
beer at the Genny afterwards. Kids and families particularly welcome! 

What: Save Our Snow Gums Survey
When: 2pm, Saturday 29 August
Who: Please get in contact with Lily O’Neill if you would like to join,      
lily.oneill@protectourwinters.org.au

mailto:lily.oneill@protectourwinters.org.au
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PREPS CELEBRATE 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL

FATHERS DAY SIXPENCE COFFEE ORDERS
Together with Sixpence Coffee, our Junior SRC and Parents & Friends 
Committee, we have developed a special edition Sixpence Fathers Day 
Coffee Roast. 

The label was designed by Year 4 Bright P-12 College student Hazel P and 
voted by the SRC as the winner. Sixpence will be packaging up 250g bags 
of fresh beans ready for collection at the Fathers Day Stall on Friday 4th 
September (Dinner Plain orders will be delivered to the DP Campus). 

Cost: $12
Order closes: Wednesday 26th August  
Payment: You will be billed via Compass from Wednesday 26th August

Recently, our Prep students celebrated their first 100 days of school. We had fun! We talked about what we are better 
at since we started school. We counted to 100 with the many things that students brought in. We made a crown and a 
biscuit with 100 on it. Students had a great day celebrating all their hard work and growth so far.
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VCE VM WORK PLACEMENT REFLECTION
Hi, I am Matt M, a Year 11 VCE VM student. As part of my course, I attend GOTAFE one 
day a week to study VET Basic Automotive. I also complete one day of work placement 
each week in different workplace areas. 

Over the past six months, the ones I’ve currently done are Civil construction industry 
(Stadelmann), Civil Plumbing and excavation (Marc McConnachie) and Diesel mechanic 
work (Direct Diesel Works with Mitch Harper) which I think at this point was my 
favourite. Activities I have helped do are build small retaining walls, install drains, 
complete driveways, and construct rock walls (that’s for civil construction and civil 
plumbing). While working with Mitch I carried out servicing on diesel vehicles and 
assisted with repairing broken machinery. These experiences have given me a better 
understanding of how different trades operate and the importance of working safely 
and efficiently.

Skills I Have Learnt
Throughout my work placement, I have 
developed many valuable skills, including:
•	 Working full-time hours during a work week.
•	 Basic automotive servicing and maintenance 

skills.
•	 Using tools and equipment safely.
•	 Following instructions and completing tasks 

independently.
•	 Developing problem-solving skills when 

repairing machinery and vehicles.

Reflection
I have really enjoyed all my different work placements because each one has taught me new skills and given me 
hands-on experience. The placements have helped me build confidence, improve my work ethic, and gain a clearer 
understanding of the construction and automotive industries. I would definitely recommend work experience like this 
to anyone who is interested in these types of trades, as it provides valuable practical knowledge that cannot be learnt 
only in a classroom.

Fundraising Opportunity - Printed Pavers

We’re upgrading our school’s outdoor spaces and inviting 
families to be involved by designing a paver— helping 
create a welcoming and vibrant environment.

Each paver will be used to landscape the College’s 
outdoor spaces, becoming a permanent part of the 
College’s grounds, to be enjoyed by students, families 
and the community in the years to come. 

Whether celebrating a special milestone – from starting 
school to completing Year 12, remembering something 
special or simply wanting to give back, each paver is a 
meaningful investment into the future of the College.

Cost: $50 per paver
Size: 232x116x50mm

For more information, including how to order, see 18 
August Compass message.

PERSONALISED PAVERS FUNDRAISER
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Students in Year 10 
have been studying 
Newton’s three laws 
of motion. These 
describe force and 
movement and 
use motion graphs 
to track position 
and speed over 
time. Students 
used a ticker timer 
experiment to 
measures these 
changing speeds 
using a toy car. 

They then used the 
dots printed on the 
moving paper tape 
to create motion 
graphs and describe 
their vehicle’s unique 
motion. 

Yr 10 SCIENCE

Yr 2-4 BEE BOTS ctd...
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Yr 9 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Students have been collaborating with a partner, creating practical sessions to run with their peers. They prepared a 
session plan where they considered the warm up, skill activities, rules and boundaries as well as appropriate modified 
games. Students also started their practical peer coaching sessions with a variety of sports and activities, such as: 
Netball, Orienteering, Soccer, Dance, Volleyball, Gymnastics, Basketball, AFL and Badminton etc. As part of the sessions, 
students are also providing positive and constructive feedback to their peers as well as a self-assessment reflection on 
their coaching session. This is such a great opportunity for students use their creative strengths through activities of 
their choice, step into leadership roles and demonstrate effective collaboration with peers.
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This term, Year 9 Science students have been studying how the body responds and adapts to change to ensure our 
body’s internal environment is kept stable and in balance - a process we refer to as homeostasis. Students have 
investigated the Nervous System, Endocrine System and the Excretory System. We dissected a porcine (pig) kidney and 
the students had fun examining the internal structures that help our kidneys remove waste, maintain blood pressure 
and ensure water levels are balanced in our body.

Yr 9 SCIENCE

TALKING TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT CAREERS
Career education is not all about choosing a job or further study after school, it is about helping people understand 
themselves, exploring opportunities and developing the skills to make informed decisions over time. At Bright P-12 
College, we follow the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s (VCAA) framework for delivering careers 
education, with a focus on helping students develop the key skills and attributes to ‘know yourself’ (self-development), 
‘know your world’ (career exploration) and ‘manage your future’ (be proactive). Career education can broaden a 
student’s horizons and challenge assumptions and limiting beliefs. Importantly, career education is a collaboration 
between school staff, students and parents. 

Why parent support matters. Parents are instrumental in helping students develop career awareness, confidence and 
the skills needed to navigate their futures. Young people are influenced by the attitudes, expectations and experiences of 
adults around them. Some ways parents can help include:

•	 Encourage curiosity – consider discussing your own work, talk about jobs family members have and that young 
people see around them every day. Ask “what are you curious to learn more about”? Encourage exploration rather 
than a focus on a specific occupation.

•	 Help students identify their strengths, interests and values – ask “what are some things you think you’re good at?”, 
“what impact would you like to have in the future”?

•	 Challenge stereotypes about careers and pathways – pathways and careers are not limited by gender, culture, 
disability or background. 

•	 Support the development of transferable skills, such as communication, team work, problem solving. This can be 
achieved through responsibilities at home, volunteering in the community or for Secondary students, part-time and 
casual work. 

Research suggests young people’s ideas about work, success and their future can begin in Primary school. Starting the 
conversation early can help students challenge stereotypes and avoid limiting their future options. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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